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Messiah Memos 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

440.331.2405  +  church@messiahfairview.org  +  MessiahFairview.org 

 

Drawing in to Christ . . . Building up in Christ . . . Sending out for Christ. . . 

 May  

2022 

Worship at Messiah 
 

Saturday 
May 7 & 21 
5:30 pm Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 
8:30 am Holy Communion 
9:50 am Education Hour 
   Adult—Weekly (in-person/zoom) 
   Sunday School—1st &3rd Sunday 
11 am Holy Communion 
 

**Beginning May 29: Holy Com-
munion services at 8:30 & 10 am 
  

Family Service 
May 22 
9:45 am 
 

+ + + 
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 

8 am—4 pm 
 

+ + + 
 

Contact Information 
Do you need to update your contact 
information with the church office? 
Update your information at 
www.tinyurl.com/MLCUpdateMe 
or update by phone or email. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
 

Beginning May 29 through Labor 

Day, Sunday morning worship is 

at 8:30 and 10 am. Saturday even-
ing services continue at 5:30 pm 

twice a month. Please join us each 
Sunday after both services for 

Lemonade on the Lawn, a time of 

fellowship on the front lawn;     
beginning June 5. 

TEE IT UP!  

ANNUAL CHARITY 

GOLF EVENT 
  

Register your foursome for this year’s Tee 

It Up Golf Outing on Saturday, May 21, 

at Forest Hills Golf Course 41971 Oberlin
-Elyria Road, Elyria. Registration begins 

at 8 am with a shotgun start at 9 am. 
Lunch, raffle, and prizes conclude the 

day. Contact Nancy Shucofsky at 440-263

-3550 or nshucofsky@messiahfp.org. 
Hole sponsors and foursomes are needed. 

Proceeds benefit Messiah School Scholar-
ship Assistance for all students.  
 

Registration forms available outside the 

church office or register at tinyurl.com/
MLSGolf2022 

ASCENSION SERVICE 
May 26 @ 7 pm 

 

Messiah has been celebrating Ascension 

Day for many years. The evening service, 
beginning at 7 pm, focuses on the gift of 

Word and Sacrament as the way Christ 
connects with his people today.  
 

This year Pastor Rob Spicer of St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church, Bowling Green, will 
help us hear this good news as guest 

preacher for the evening. He’ll remember 

how Ascension Day at Messiah has long 
been set aside as a special day to thank 

God for the ministry of Word and Sacra-

ment and the pastors who carry it out. 
Our thanks this year will be focused on 

Pr. Burce as he prepares to retire.  

PIERSTORF MEMORIAL 

LOAN FUND 
 

Attention all Lutheran College 

Students! 
 

Are you interested in a $3,000 

interest free loan for the 2022-

2023 school year?  Please keep 

reading….The Pierstorf Memorial 

Loan Fund, established in 1994, 

provides interest-free loans to all 

Lutheran students in the State of 
Ohio who are or will be enrolled 

full time in a four-year undergrad-

uate program at any accredited 
college or university.  This year, 

the maximum interest-free loan is 
$3,000. First time borrowers may 

be new or returning college       

students. For information, visit 
www.Pierstorf.org to complete the 

2022-2023 application. Applica-
tions opened April 15 and remain 

open until June 30, 2022.  

Questions? Email 
Pierstorf@messiahfp.org. 

http://www.Pierstorf.org


 2 

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL  

DAY CAMP 
 

Vacation Bible School Day Camp 
at Messiah Lutheran.  Back with 
us this summer is Lutheran    

Outdoor Ministry Camp. 
  

     August 1st – 5th 

 Rising 1st –  Rising 6th grade 

9 am—3 pm; $100 
 

(Rising Preschool 4s & Rising K ) 

9 am— noon; $50 
  

Camp Registration limited to 50 campers 

Sign up at tinyurl.com/MLCVBS22 

GIVEPLUS APP RETIRES APRIL 30 
 

The GivePlus Mobile app is retiring 
at the end of April. A new app is 
available. If you currently use 

GivePlus, you are able to use the 
same login/password you currently use; there 

will be no disruption with existing donations. 
To start using the new app: open your app 

store and search "Vanco Mobile Faith Engage-
ment", download the app search "Messiah Lu-
theran Church" (choose the one with the Fair-

view Park address), either login with current 
credentials or create an account app should 

walk you through remaining steps. If you have 
any questions, please contact the church office.   

ASHLAND UNIVERSITY CHOIR CONCERT 
Monday, May 9th at 7:30pm 

 

On May 9th Messiah will be hosting 

the Ashland University Choir as they 
put on a concert at 7:30pm as part of 
their 2022 tour. The program will 

focus on American composers with 
pieces by Barber, Pinkham, Clausen, 

Stroope, Eric Whitacre, and Moses 
Hogan along with those of Handel, Lasso, and Hinde-

mith.  The Ashland University Chamber Singers will 
contribute madrigals and more popular charts from the 
twentieth century.  A special feature is “Silent Halls,” 

written by a composer-in-residence to remember the 
time period when most all choirs were silenced during 

the pandemic. A freewill offering will be collected to 
benefit the Ashland University Choir.  
 

Ashland University Choir Conductor, Dr. Rowland 

(“Ron”) Blackley, was the former Director of Music at 

Lutheran High West and Director of the Cleveland    

Lutheran A Cappella Choir in the 1980’s.  A graduate of 
Concordia College (NY), Blackley received his Master’s 

degree from Kent State and his Doctor of Musical Arts 
degree from the University of Colorado.   

 

YOU’RE INVITED 
To a Retirement Celebration for 

The Rev. Dr. Jerome E. Burce 

July 31, 2022  
 

Services: 8 & 10 am  

Luncheon & Farewell: 11:30 am Luncheon 

Space is Limited; RSVP is Required 
RSVP by June 15 by mail (invitations have been mailed) 

or online at tinyurl.com/Burce22 

Gifts: In honor of Pr. Burce, monetary gifts will be    

collected to support the luncheon and Lutheran        

Theological Education in Papua New Guinea 

LAUNDRY LOVE! 
 

Date: April 28 & May 26 

Time: 6pm-8pm 

Where: Leo's Laundromat (20210 Lorain Rd.) 
 

Laundry Love is not a 
service project or some-

thing you do "to” or 
"for” people. It’s an     
expression of loving your 

neighbor. On the last Thursday of every 
month, Messiah Church provides the commu-

nity with clean laundry free of charge, a     
wonderful meal, and the opportunity to meet 

some new friends. 
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From the Pastor— 
 

And suddenly it’s Easter. The Day 

of Days. The Reason of Reasons 
for expecting God to follow 

through on the promises that lace 
the Bible from start to finish.  
 

No more tears, no more suffering, no more death. 

No more gnawing hunger or unslaked thirst. 
 

No more sin or strife or war. No more misery. No 

more yawning gaps between rich and poor. No 
more snotty contempt gushing from the noses of the 

high and mighty to scald the rubes they look down 
on. 
 

No more debt. Imagine that! No more bondage to 
the daily grind. No more compulsion to prove to 

anybody else that you amount to something. 
 

No more fires or floods or earthquakes or droughts. 

No more prisons or police stations. No more 
bombs. No more rivers of refugees looking for safe-
ty somewhere, anywhere.  
 

The list goes on and on and on—all these things 
that will not be when God is done with God’s great 

project of making all things new and right and 
good. 
 

Huge Step Number One in bringing this about was 
that grave on the outskirts of Jerusalem cracking 

open 2,000 years ago, and out came Jesus, the dead 
and buried Son of God. Or so we hear.  
 

No one in their right minds as “right minds” are 
defined these days can take this seriously. That’s 

why God is busy at the moment with another piece 
of his project—Huge Step Number Two, as we 

might call it. This involves replacing “right minds” 
with Easter minds.  
 

Easter minds trust what they hear from God. They 
bank on the report that Christ is risen indeed. They 

start to think and act this way as they go about their 
daily lives. They refuse to resign themselves to the 

world as it is. They start flashing little signals of the 
world as it will be. They live with a fierce and joyful 
hope in God that won’t be cowed. They die that 

way too, banking on the age to come that Christ 

will raise them into.  
 

Easter-minded people have been upending the 
world in ways both big and small ever since that 

first great Easter. They’ve had the nerve along the 
way to forgive sins, to love their enemies, to live for 
others as Christ lives for us all. They’ve taken the 

edge off this old, cruel world as it currently is. 
They’ve invited others to hope in God—lots of oth-

ers. 
 

God is out to strengthen this Easter mind in each of 

us this year. Let him do it for you. It starts with 
hearing those great promises of his repeated again 

and again in the company of other Easter-minded 
people. You’ll meet Christ there too. That’s his spe-
cific promise. 
 

You are one of God’s Easter gifts to the world in 

2022. Imagine that as the days scoot by. 
 

—Pr. Burce 

FROM THE PASTOR 

PASTOR SETH STUDY LEAVE 
 

Pastor Seth will be traveling with 35 other Luther-
ans from across the state of  Ohio on a Study Trip     

during the end of  May. The trip will begin in     
Vienna, and include stops in Prague, Salzburg, the 

once a decade Passion Play in Oberammergau, 
Germany, and several days in and around Witten-
berg, Germany.  Please pray for a safe and         

educational experience for all who will be travel-
ing together during this trip. 

CHURCH UPDATES 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 15, 11 am 

 

Come to the 11 am worship service on May 15th to be 

inspired! The young people of the Messiah 2022  
Confirmation class have made preparation through 

the Catechism program and are ready to make public 
affirmation of their faith. This is a 

“Do Not Miss” occasion.   
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

Spring is a Busy Time of 

Year for Messiah School! 
 

Spring is high-season for Admissions, and this year 

we’ve had an amazing number of inquiries into 
Messiah School for the 2022-23 school year—

SIXTY inquiries since January. That is the most 
interest this early in the year that I’ve experienced 
in the six years that I’ve been Messiah’s Admissions 

Coordinator. It’s marvelous! Families are inquiring 
about all grade levels, and are touring and applying 

online. Classes are filling up quickly, so please call 
me to schedule a tour soon for your child or grand-

child. Thanks to everyone who is helping get the 
word out about our loving Christian community. 
 

When Messiah School went to “masks-optional” 
for staff, students, and visitors at the end of Febru-
ary, it was time to have professional photos taken of 

all those terrific smiles we’d been covering up for so 
long! Messiah School Alum, Arlee Reust (of 

Azkalynn Photography in Fairview Park) recently 
captured the fun and energy of all our classes, from 

the littles in preschool to our soon-to-be-graduating 
8th Graders. The dynamic images are being shared 
on our school website, Facebook, and in promo-

tions of our Preschool-8 programs. 
 

After two disrupted pandemic years, the Ohio's 

State Tests have resumed. Assessments for Messi-
ah’s Grades 3-5 and 6-8 in Math & Science took 

place in April. Assessments in Reading/Language 
Arts continue in May. 
 

Messiah School is known for its creative staff and 
parents. School parents Jason Reynolds and Janelle 

Stamper teamed up to help our students cheer on 
the Cleveland Guardians in their home opener with 
a Ballpark Lunch Day featuring hot dogs, nachos, 

and a baseball cookie. Play ball! On “Drop Every-
thing and Read Day” Librarian Megan Grauel held 

a special reading celebration on cute “pool floats” 
in the Atrium, to remind students and encourage 

families to make reading on a daily basis a family 
priority. 
 

Cavs Academy coaches and Cavs personalities 

"took over" our gym classes at the end of April 
by leading the students through physical fitness   

activities including warm-ups, teaching the funda-
mentals of basketball and speaking about the       

importance and value of CAVS: Commitment,   
Attitude, Voices, and Sportsmanship. 
 

Upcoming Events include our Annual Messiah 

Golf Outing on Saturday, May 21 with shotgun 

start at 9 a.m. Join us at Forest Hills Golf Course in 
Elyria for 18 holes of golf, lunch, raffle, prizes, and 

more. This is a fundraiser for Messiah School 
Scholarships received by every child. We're current-
ly welcoming sponsors (at $150-$1000 level) and 

golfers ($90). Register online at tinyurl.com/
MLSGolf2022. Questions? Contact Nancy Shucof-

sky, nshucofsky@messiahfp.org 
 

Our All-Grades Choir Concert returns on Thurs-

day, May 26 at 7 p.m. Music teacher Kate Ilg has 
a very special program prepared. The theme is, 

“All You Need is Love”. The last day of  Preschool 
(3-yr-olds) is May 30; PK is June 3; and last day 
of  K-8 will be June 8. 
 

The greatest gift you can give Messiah School is 
your recommendation, and we need your help 

spreading the word! Please share Messiah School 
benefits with your circle of friends, including our 

ability to offer Cleveland Scholarships to children 
(K-8) residing in Cleveland neighborhoods. To 

learn more about Messiah School and apply online 
visit MessiahFairview.org. You are also invited 
“friend” Messiah School of Fairview Park on      

Facebook to keep up-to-date on all the fun! 
 

Your Sister in Christ,  
Janice Snyder,  

Admissions Coordinator 
jsnyder@messiahfp.org   
440-331-6553   

http://tinyurl.com/MLSGolf2022
http://tinyurl.com/MLSGolf2022
mailto:nshucofsky@messiahfp.org
mailto:jsnyder@messiahfp.org
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CHILDREN & YOUTH EDUCATION 

CONFIRMATION 
Exciting news! Confirmation classes are now in-

person! 
 

6th & 7th Grade 

May 1 @ 12:30 pm - 2 pm 

The 6th & 7th graders will meet on May 1. Come 
for the 11 am worship service, then plan to meet 

from 12:30 pm to 2 pm for a pizza lunch and a    
lesson from the Catechism. Please bring $3 to help 
with the cost of  the Pizza. Parents do not need to 

attend this class session. 
 

8th Grade 

May 1 @ 5 pm - 6:30 pm 

The 8th graders will meet from 5 to 6:30 pm on 

Sunday, May 1st. This will include a "practice" 
ahead of  the May 15th Confirmation Celebration at 

the 11 am worship service on Sunday, May 15th.    
Please bring $3 to help with the cost of  dinner. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Preschool - 4th Grade 
 

Sunday School, for Pre-K thru 4th grade students, 
is offered on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month 

from 9:45-10:30 am.  
 

Questions? Send an email to 

Danielle Twigg at 
dtwigg@messiahfp.org. 
 

Upcoming Dates:  

May 1 & 15 
 

FAMILY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Sunday, May 22 @ 9:45 am 
 

Join us for a family Communion service that       
includes a shorted liturgy, one scripture read, a 

message for children and adults.  

ADULT EDUCATION 
Are you looking for ways to learn and grow in the Word of God this spring? We continue at       

Messiah to offer four weekly opportunities, three by Zoom and one in-person. Zoom is an especially 

effective way to meet and talk and grow with others when the snow flies. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
9:45 - 10:40am, In the Commons or Zoom 

“Some Things I’ve Learned over 40 Years” 

Continued reflections by Pr. Burce on aspects of the 
Word of God and our Christian faith that he has 

discovered and sometimes changed his mind about 
over his years as a pastor. For the link, see our 
weekly church email. 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS  
10 - 11am via Zoom 

April 27—May 25 

Easter Season Studies  

What Easter Meant to the Apostles: Reading in 
Philemon, Philippians, and First Peter 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
7 - 8pm via Zoom 

April 27—May 25 

Easter Season Studies  

Question Time: Final Conversations with Pr. Burce 
about the Bible, the Church, the Christian Faith, 

and Anything Else that’s On Your Mind. 
 

Drop a note to Pr. Burce (jburce@messiahfp.org) if 

you’d like to get the weekly reminder and Zoom 
information for the Wednesday Bible Studies. 
 

THURSDAY EVENINGS  
8pm via Zoom 

Beginning on Thursday, May 12th, the Thursday 

Evening Bible Study will be reading The Ragamuf-
fin Gospel: Good News for the Bedraggled, Beat-

Up, and Burnt Out by Brennan Manning. Copies of 
this excellent book are available online or at your 

favorite book distributor. 
 

Looking for a new way to grow as a Christian?  

Request Zoom invite at sbridger@messiahfp.org. 

mailto:jburce@messiahfp.org
https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Ragamuffin-Gospel-Bedraggled-Beat-Up-Burnt-ebook/dp/B001E2NXDO/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=CjwKCAjw6dmSBhBkEiwA_W-EoN4BKDmDkXe87CtukcEKAH5pmEryU0CMtubS8ZH1-ri6lw_fiKtrXxoCDxwQAvD_BwE&hvadid=409937771472&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9015325&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hv
https://www.amazon.com/Brennan-Manning/e/B000APBRR0?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1649878338&sr=8-1
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CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE 

From time-to-time, questions arise about the role of the Church Council at Messiah, such as “What 

is Church Council?”  “Who is on it?”  “What does the Council do?”  Comments were offered in re-

sponses to the recent congregational survey and focus groups conducted by the Transition Team, for 

example.  We’ll try to answer these and other questions in this new column.  Of particular interest 

relating to Pastor Burce’s pending retirement, the Council will be responsible for organizing a Call 

Committee to follow through on recommendations that emerge from the work of our Pastoral Tran-

sition Team.  For starters, let’s review a few basics. 
 

What is Church Council? 

In general, Messiah’s life and mission is directed by a church council composed of 15 elected members, 

the pastors, and the principal.  Council members are elected at the annual congregational meeting.  The 
council elects congregational officers from its own ranks.  Each councilor serves on one of three standing 

committees: Administration and Finance; Education and Enrichment; Missions Engagement.  All other 
boards and working teams report to these committees. 
 

What does the Council do? 

Church council is charged with overseeing a host of functions within Messiah, such as long-range plan-
ning, goal setting, and evaluating activities of the church relative to its mission and goals.  The council 

seeks to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning, witness, service, and support.  
One of its primary responsibilities is to provide for the administration of this congregation, support the 

pastors, and be responsible for the financial and property matters of Messiah by facilitating a budget for 
church operations.  
 

When does the Council Meet? 

Church Council meets on the second Monday of each month, except for April and July. 
 

Who is on Church Council? 

Current council members and their respective Standing Committee functions contributing to Messiah’s 
mission are as follows: 

Administration & Finance Education & Enrichment Mission & Ministries 

Jay Machado 
Alan Parrott (President) 

Jim Quayle (Treasurer) 
Sharon Ratvasky 

Steve Swanson (Chair) 

Don Braun (Chair) 
Beth Henderson 

Melissa Hollander 
Jared Waugaman 

 

Mike Allan (Chair; V. President) 
Lindsay Baker 

Josh Koza 
Trish Kvasnicka 

Cathy Zalac (Secretary) 

Areas of Responsibility 

Salaries and Benefits 
Finance & Budget 

Audit 
Endowment 

Physical Facilities (Trustees) 
Administration & Staffing 

Stewardship 
Governance 

Day School 
Sunday School 

Confirmation Program 
Children's Ministries 

Vacation Bible School 
Adult Education 

Service & Fellowship Ministries 
(e.g., Cleveland Lutheran High 
School Association and Youth 

Activities) 

Liturgy and worship 
Evangelism & Outreach 

Social Ministries & Counseling 
Music Ministries & Fine Art 

Spiritual Congregational Care 
Church Relations 

ELCA Northeastern Ohio Synod 
Pastoral relations and concerns 
Other church-related entities & 

ministries 
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MAY 2022  

Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

1 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Educ. Hr. 

(SS, Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

12:30p 6/7th Gr. 

Confirmation 

5p 8th Gr.  

Confirmation 

2 
 

7p Church  

Council Meeting 

3 4 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

6:30p PTL  

Meeting 

7p Bible Study 

5 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

6 7 
 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

8 
 

 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Educ. Hr. 

(Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

 

9 
 

7:30p Ashland 

Choir Concert  

10 
 

 

11 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

7p Bible Study 

12 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

8:30p Brass  

Rehearsal  

 

13 14 

15 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:50a Educ. Hr. 

(SS, Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

(Confirmation) 

16 
 

 

17 18 
 

9a Chapel 

10a Bible Study 

6:30p Family 

Night Devotions 

via Facebook 

7p Bible Study 

19 
 

7p Choir  

Rehearsal 

8p Bible Study 

20 
 

21 
 

8a Tee It Up Golf 

Outing 

5:30p Holy 

Communion 

22 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

9:45a Family 

Service 

9:50a Educ. Hr. 

(Adult Ed) 

11a Holy  

Communion 

23 
 

7p Trustees 

Meeting 

24 25 
 

10a Bible Study 

7p Bible Study 

7p Messiah Choir 

Concert 

26 
 

9a Chapel 

6p Laundry Love 

7p Ascension 

Day Service 

8p Bible Study 

27 28 
 

 

29 
 

8:30a Holy  

Communion  

10a Holy  

Communion 

30 
 

No School 

Messiah Church 

& School Office 

Closed 

31  
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   A Messiah Tradition—    

Ascension Day Celebration 
Thursday, May 26 

9 am & 7 pm 
 

Ascension Day is one of  the great dates on the church calendar 

that hardly anyone bothers to notice. It happens always on a 
Thursday, exactly 40 days after Easter. It’s a time not only to    

remember the story of  Jesus’ ascension (see Acts 1:1-11), but 

much more to sing and shout with joy that Christ crucified is   
ultimately in charge of  the world we know today and the future 

we step into tomorrow. The great cross on the wall behind  Messiah’s altar is a picture 

of the wondrously good news that Ascension Day lifts up. This year Pastor Rob Spicer 
of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Bowling Green, will help us hear this good news as 

guest preacher for the evening. Pr. Spicer grew up at Messiah. Before arriving at St. 

Mark’s he served congregations in Columbus and Oklahoma City. He also spent some 
time in Ukraine where his wife was born and raised. Ascension Day at Messiah has 

long been set aside as a special day to thank God for the ministry of  Word and Sacra-

ment and the pastors who carry it out. Our thanks this year will be focused on Pr. Burce 
as he prepares to retire. A wine and cheese reception follows the service. 


